THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

House of Commons) Lord Derby advised the Queen that she should
send for Lord Lansdowne. Prince Albert interrupted him, saying that,
'constitutionally speaking, it did not rest with him to give advice and
become responsible for it'.1 In 1855 Lord Palmerston refused to give
advice after his defeat, but stated his view of the party situation? On
the resignation of Lord Derby in 1868, he advised the Queen to send for
Mr Disraeli, without being asked for advice.3 On Mr Gladstone's
resignation in 1894 the Queen did not ask his advice, and he refused to
give his opinion to Sir Henry Ponsonby except at the Queen's request.4
It is stated that on the resignation of Lord Salisbury in 1902 Edward VII,
'on his own initiative', sent for Mr Balfour.5 It is not clear whether
Mr Balfour advised the King on the Government's resignation in 1905,
but he had previously given his views informally to Lord Esher, who
had the ear of the King.6 Before the resignation of Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman in 1908, Lord Esher discussed the matter with the King and
reported a talk which he had had with Mr John Morley. Lord Esher
told Mr Morley that the King would consult no one, but would exercise
his prerogative unaided-7 Later, he notes that Lord Knollys 'is anxious
to discover the views of the Cabinet. This is impossible. The King must
use his own judgment.'8 He supplied the King with the papers of 1865,
when Lord Palmerston died while in office. It is unlikely that Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman advised the King, since the King saw Mr Asquith
some time before Sir Henry resigned.9

The Coalition Government of 1915 was formed on Mr Asquith's
advice after the resignation of Lord Fisher; Conservative criticism
showed that the Government must be ' reconstructed on a broad and
non-party basis*.10 Mr Asquith thought in 1916 that a minor recon-
struction was enough; but when he was informed that Mr Bonar Law
and a large part of the Conservative party supported Mr Lloyd George's
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